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The American Diabetes Association, Leapfrog Group Launch New Patient Safety   

Partnership to Recognize Hospitals For Leadership in Caring for People Living 

with Diabetes    
First-of-its-Kind Program Addresses Growing Need for Improved Diabetes Care     

ARLINGTON, Va. (August 8, 2023) – Today, the American Diabetes Association® (ADA) announced 
a new partnership with The Leapfrog Group, an independent national watchdog focused on health 
care safety, to launch the first-ever national designation program that will recognize hospitals 
demonstrating a strong commitment to the safety and well-being of inpatients who are living with 
diabetes. 

“Studies show that patients with diabetes often face heightened risks of serious health complications 
when visiting hospitals. That is especially true for patients of color, who face additional barriers to 
care,” said Robert Gabbay, MD, chief scientific and medical officer for the ADA. “There is an 
immense need to ensure hospitals provide safe, patient-centered care for all people who live with 
diabetes.”   
 
The new designation program, named Recognized Leader in Caring for People Living with Diabetes, 

will help identify hospitals that lead the nation in dedication to people living with diabetes. The 

program operationalizes the ADA’s expertise and its Standards of Care in Diabetes—2023 for the 

treatment of patients with diabetes, along with Leapfrog’s experience in rating and designating 

hospitals based on their performance on national quality and safety measures. Recognized Leader 

in Caring for People Living with Diabetes will evaluate hospitals based on their care for patients with 

diabetes during admission, stay, and discharge.      

“This program will be a game-changer for families, which is why it is so important to our constituency 

of employers and purchasers of health care benefits who recognize the special vulnerability of 

hospitalized people living with diabetes,” Leah Binder, Leapfrog president and chief executive officer 

said. “They will help employers alert employees and their families who receive this recognition.”   

People with diabetes can face major health risks while visiting a hospital, with studies suggesting that 
more than 200,000 people die every year from preventable errors, accidents, or infections. The 
estimated 40% of hospitalized people living with diabetes face increased safety risks including 
amputation and other complications like coma and death if mistakes are made in their daily care. 

Black and Indigenous people are twice as likely and Latinos are 50% more likely to undergo 
amputation than non-Hispanic white Americans. 
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During a hospital stay, people living with diabetes require care coordination that starts at admission 
and continues through to their discharge. During admission, hospitals need to evaluate a person’s 
blood glucose (blood sugar), diet, and devices. Throughout the stay, hospitals should provide 
diabetes experts and additional monitoring. Serious health complications arise when people do not 
receive continued blood glucose monitoring and timely administration of insulin and other 
medications. After discharge, hospitals should coordinate follow-up care to ensure people with 
diabetes are able to manage their post-stay care. 

Hospitals interested in participating can sign up now to get information on the new national 

standards and application process.   

 
About the American Diabetes Association 
The American Diabetes Association (ADA) is the nation’s leading voluntary health organization 
fighting to bend the curve on the diabetes epidemic and help people living with diabetes thrive. 
For 82 years, the ADA has driven discovery and research to treat, manage, and prevent diabetes 
while working relentlessly for a cure. Through advocacy, program development, and education we 
aim to improve the quality of life for the over 133 million Americans living with diabetes or 
prediabetes. Diabetes has brought us together. What we do next will make us Connected for Life. 
To learn more or to get involved, visit us at diabetes.org or call 1-800-DIABETES (1-800-342-
2383). Join the fight with us on Facebook (American Diabetes Association), Spanish Facebook 
(Asociación Americana de la Diabetes), LinkedIn (American Diabetes Association), Twitter 
(@AmDiabetesAssn), and Instagram (@AmDiabetesAssn).  
 
 
About The Leapfrog Group    

Founded in 2000 by large employers and other purchasers, The Leapfrog Group is a national 

nonprofit organization driving a movement for giant leaps for patient safety. The flagship Leapfrog 

Hospital Survey and new Leapfrog Ambulatory Surgery Center (ASC) Survey collect and 

transparently report hospital and ASC performance, empowering purchasers to find the highest value 

care and giving consumers the lifesaving information they need to make informed decisions. The 

Leapfrog Hospital Safety Grade, Leapfrog's other main initiative, assigns letter grades to hospitals 

based on their record of patient safety, helping consumers protect themselves and their families from 

errors, injuries, accidents, and infections. For more, follow us on Twitter and Facebook, and sign up 

for our newsletter.   
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